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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . The declaration filed on 9 April 2008 under 37 CFR 1.131 is sufficient to overcome the 
Silva reference. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-10, 14-16, 18-23 & 57-66 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Nordman (US Patent Number 6,712,694) in view of Brown (US Patent 
Number 5,673,504). 

Claims 1: Nordman teaches a gaming device including a housing (10A) with a plurality 
of walls that define a cavity. Nordman teaches at least one moveable indicator (80) 
associated with the housing. There is a moveable indicator actuator (58B) configured to 
move the moveable indicator in a linear manner along a first axis. (Fig 3A) (The indicia 
move in a curvilinear fashion.) There is also a display device (60) with a plurality of 
indicia associated with the housing. There is a display device actuator (5 8 A) configured 
to move the display device in a linear manner along a second axis, wherein the second 
axis is orthogonal to the first axis. (The indicia on the display device move in a 
curvilinear manner.) There is a one controller (38) in communication with the display 
device actuator and the moveable indicator actuator. (Fig 2) The controller is configured 
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to determine a game outcome, and to direct movement of the moveable indicator and the 
display device. 

Nordman does not teach that the indicia are on a band of material. It is old and 
well known to place indicia on a moving band of material and it is equivalent to 
Nordman's display. Brown teaches a display device that makes use of a moving band of 
material. The combination of Nordman and Brown is within the level of ordinary skill. 
Each element of the combination performs in the expected manner to yield predictable 
results. Combining known elements in a known manner to yield predictable results is 
considered obvious. 

Claims 2, 4, 58, 59, 60, 63, 64, 65: Nordman teaches a player input device (handle [18], 
or buttons [20, 24, 26], or touch screen [50]) coupled to the housing and in 
communication with the controller. The player input device allows a player to control the 
movement of at least one of the moveable indicator and the display device. The movable 
indicator & the display are activated by the input device. Thus, the input device allows 
the player to control the movement of the movable indicator & display. After the player 
has activated the player input device, the controller causes at least one of the display 
device and the moveable indicator to move such that the moveable indicator indicates an 
indicium on the display device that corresponds to the game outcome determined by the 
controller. 

Claim 3: The player's input has no affect on the game outcome. 

Claim 5: The indicia represent prizes a player may win. 

Claim 6: Nordman teaches a free spin (Fig 1, 60). This is a game play prize. 
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Claims 7 & 12: Nordman teaches the invention substantially as claimed, but fails to 
teach vertical axes. As claims 8 & 13 make clear, the orientation of the axes is not a 
critical factor & is merely a matter of design choice. 

Claims 8 & 13: Nordman teaches movement & rotation about a horizontal axis. 
Claim 9: Nordman teaches indicia arranged on the display device in an m by n matrix, 
and m and n are integers. (Fig 5) It would be obvious place the indicia on a band as 
taught by Brown. 

Claims 10, 66: Nordman teaches the invention substantially as claimed, but fails to teach 
a display with a belt between rollers. Brown teaches a chassis a plurality of rollers 
(Abstract) attached to the chassis and an actuator (electric motor) coupled to the roller. 
At least a portion of the display device is wrapped around the roller. (Fig 3) The 
actuator rotates the roller causing the display device to be rotated and move the indicia. 
(Abstract) 

A combination of Nordman & Brown would yield predictable results. A 
combination of known elements, each performing their usual function, by known 
methods to yield predictable results is obvious. 

Claims 14 & 15: There is a positioning system (56) for determining at least one position 
of the moveable indicator & display device. 

Claims 16, 61: Brown teaches a plurality of idler rollers (15 & 16) at least one drive 
roller (12); and a motor (17) in communication with the drive motor, wherein at least a 
portion of the display device is in contact with the idler roller and driver roller and rotates 
about the idler roller and the drive roller when the drive roller is actuated by the motor. 
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Claim 18: Nordman teaches an embodiment in which, the moveable indicator actuator 
includes a motor in communication with a worm gear, the moveable indicator being 
affixed to the worm gear. (Fig 8) 

Claim 19: The gaming device may be configured as a primary game. Col 3, 1-5 
indicates that the game uses the indicated symbol "to provide a number of base game 
credits." This indicates that it may be used as a base game. 

Claim 20: The gaming device may be configured as a bonus game in association with a 
primary game. (Col 4, 26-36) 

Claim 21: Nordman teaches a slot machine game as the base game. 

Claims 22 & 23: Nordman teaches the invention substantially as claimed, but fails to 

teach the claimed arrangement of indicia. However, the arrangement of indicia in a slot 

machine is a matter of design choice well within the level of ordinary skill. 

Claims 57 & 62: The combination of Nordman & Brown teaches the claimed invention 

with Nordman's arrow (80) being the indicator & Brown's tape or band substituting for 

Nordman's display (100). As pointed out above, the orientation of the various elements 

is a matter of design choice. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims discussed above have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

5 . Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Corbett B. Coburn whose telephone number is (571) 272-4447. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Pezzuto can be reached on (571) 272-6996. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Corbett B. Coburn/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3714 



